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from the president

ACTIVE, MEANINGFUL ENGAGEMENT
WITH THE COMMUNITY IS IN OUR SOUL
PORTLAND STATE’S motto, Let Knowledge
first drew me to this institution and I am gratServe the City—Doctrina Urbi Serviat, if you
ified to be able to say that we are continuing to
prefer the Latin—emerged in the early 1990s,
deepen that engagement in new ways.
but this university’s active, sustained, and signifiAs part of our Time to Act Plan for Equity
cant engagement with the city and the region has and Racial Justice, PSU is actively working with
been core to our identity since the first classes
community partners and affinity groups throughwere offered in Vanport.
out Portland with the goal of co-creating shared
As it has been, so will it continue to be.
agendas with traditionally marginalized comIn the pages of this magazine, we are celemunities to develop more prosperity, opportunity,
brating the 50th anniversary of Portland’s 1972
and social mobility for the entirety of our region.
Downtown Plan. That plan put in place many of
In addition, through the Community Impact
the aspects of downtown that we take for granted, Team that is based in my office, we’re reaching
including public gathering spaces and robust
out to new and existing partners to find out how
transit. It also identified PSU as Portland’s urban
we can multiply the effects of our engagement
university; its partner in workforce development,
with local governments, community-based orgaresearch, and civic engagement.
nizations, and businesses throughout the region.
In this issue, we also celebrate a 50-year
We have learned so much in the last few years,
relationship with Mt. Hood Kiwanis Camp, a
as individuals and as a community. There are
partnership that has allowed more than 5,000
many new challenges that we are facing that
PSU students to harness their energy and
require deep collaboration and collective effort.
training to help facilitate a joyful week in which
As we have been from the start, Portland State is
individuals challenged by disabilities can focus on ready to engage.
their abilities in a beautiful mountain setting.
Over the decades, PSU’s commitment to
community engagement has continued to grow
and strengthen as we collectively face society’s
challenges. Whether through an engineering
Sincerely,
capstone project solving a city transportation
issue or internships focused on bringing diverse
language skills to public health efforts, PSU
continues to partner with our community.
PSU’s well-earned reputation for community
Stephen Percy
engagement was one of the many factors that
President, Portland State University

inbox
portland state

SPRING 2022

MAGAZINE


THE CLIMATE CHANGE ISSUE

INSIDE: 

CONSIDERING CLIMATE
I want to tell you that I really appreciate the
most recent Faculty Voices in Portland State
Magazine. As someone who regularly teaches
UNST232 Global Environmental Change, I
frequently have students ask about reasons
for hope, if any. While I have my own reasons
that I share with them, it was good to hear
thoughts from other faculty. It is becoming
increasingly necessary to help students
emotionally process the rapid ecological
and climatic changes we are all facing. So,
it’s good to hear colleagues thinking along
the same lines. Thank you for dedicating an
entire issue to hope and climate change.
—Frank Granshaw

given in this image. Rather than coddle
and coax students with hope, give them the
challenge to grow so as to be able to face and
meet the challenges to all our lives, to look
overwhelm in the eye and carry on anyway,
and to become real, worthy, and capable adult
human beings who have developed the character, strength, and focus to bear up under
duress. Give them ways to know and to be in
love with the wild organic world they depend
on for their lives, so as to be better able to
gladly shoulder a big share of the responsibility for keeping it all going. Give them the
opportunity to become great and beautiful
when succeeding and also when failing to
meet their goals. Give them the tools and
capabilities to be in love enough with life and
with their work not to lose heart when things
go awry. Help them grow their capacities to
do difficult and challenging work and to be
able to make sacrifices without losing themselves. Give them an environment in which
to be real. —Dina Hartzell ’79 ’91

I was heartened to read the May 21 Oregonian column about thousands of young Portland-area students protesting against climate
change at City Hall just days after our plaque
unveiling ceremony at PSU commemorating
the anti-war protesters of 52 years ago. It
means the torch of activism has been passed
to a new generation! —Doug Weiskopf ’71

WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU!

Send your letters and comments to
psumag@pdx.edu. We reserve the right
to determine the suitability of letters for
publication and to edit them for clarity,
accuracy, and length.

CORRECTIONS
Charles Moose received a Ph.D. in urban
studies, not in criminology.

I am a two-time graduate of PSU and horrified by the opening image [for “Hope Starts
Here”]. I admit I could not read the article
and jettisoned the whole magazine. Do the
world (and PSU students!) a favor, please,
and do what you can to shift the approach

SCHOLLE MCFARL AND

Jenny McNamara [featured in “Hope Starts
Here”] is inspired by the “progressive insights”
of students and dismissive of “the old or
slowly incremental ways of doing things.”
Seemingly Ms. McNamara, the director
of campus sustainability, is biased against
science, engineering, and economic research
methods which are well-established, time
consuming, and from which we achieve
durable solutions. Let’s please be progressive
in a conservative way.
—David Blessman ’91 MS ’94

More than 100 people gathered outside the Simon Benson House to hear speakers and share memories
before dedicating a plaque commemorating Portland State’s legendary May 11, 1970, protest of the Vietnam
War and the Kent State killings. Shown here (left to right): Cathy Wood Wyrick, Joe Bernt, Clifford Walker,
Doug Weiskopf, Tony Barsotti, Sue Ellen White, and David A. Horowitz.
FALL 202 2 //
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UPLIFTING
PORTLAND’S BLACK COMMUNITY

Randal Wyatt ‘21 has experienced the generations of harm,
injustices and displacement imposed upon Portland’s
Black homeowners and business owners. Determined to
help his community stay and thrive in neighborhoods they
love, he founded Taking Ownership PDX, a community and
reparations-based nonprofit that revives Black-owned homes
and businesses. In only two years, Taking Ownership PDX has
raised $1.5 million and made life-changing improvements for
more than 100 families and business owners.
Thank you, Randal, for serving our city.

takingownershippdx.com

faculty voices

Have a question you’d like to ask Portland
State’s faculty? Email psumag@pdx.edu

DECODING OUR GUN EPIDEMIC
What do you think gets overlooked when we talk about reducing U.S. gun violence?

KATHRYN
FARR

ERIC
MANKOWSKI

Professor Emerita of
Sociology, College
of Liberal Arts and
Sciences

Professor of
Psychology, College
of Liberal Arts and
Sciences

ILLUSTRATIONS BY BRE T T FORMAN

WHILE CALLS for stricter gun control

legislation have been prolific, less
attention has been given to the pervasive
pro-gun culture in the U.S. and its
relationship to masculinity. Take, for
instance, a Bushmaster Firearms
advertisement for its .223-caliber semiautomatic rifle, in which a picture of
the gun is accompanied by the tagline
“Consider Your Man Card Reissued.”
The company explained that “visitors
of Bushmaster.com will have to prove
they’re a man by answering a series of
manhood questions.”
Guns played an out-sized role in the
lives of the 29 adolescents in my study of
school shootings. These young, primarily
white shooters, enraged by ongoing,
emasculating, often homophobic
bullying from male peers (and in some
cases rejections from actual or potential
girlfriends), frequently referred to
ways in which their guns made them
feel powerful and “cool.” Purchasing,
admiring, and prepping their guns were
important symbolic tasks in the planning
of their rampage.
Similarly, gang violence is perpetrated
mainly by males acting in accord with a
culture of violent masculinity. However,
whereas mass school shootings typically
occur in rural areas and small towns,
gang violence commonly occurs in urban
communities severely disadvantaged
by structural inequities—another issue
often overlooked in discussions about
reducing gun violence in the U.S.

THOUGHT EXPERIMENT: What if we

considered guns to be a consumer
product like cars, cigarettes, or kitchen
cleansers? Such potentially harmful
products are regulated by commonsense
health and safety laws that affect how
they are manufactured, advertised, sold,
used, and stored.
Consider the regulation of cars:
Drivers must be licensed and their cars
must be registered and insured. To
be licensed, drivers must pass tests
demonstrating knowledge of traffic laws
and driving skill. Literally hundreds
of laws regulate the design and safety
features of cars, as well as where and how
they can be driven. High-speed racing
(think, assault rifles) are not allowed,
except on private race tracks specifically
designed for this purpose (think, gun
ranges). And you can’t park (store) your
car just anywhere. Why not regulate
guns from this same consumer productsafety perspective?
Over the past century, car and road
design, as well as traffic laws, have
dramatically reduced vehicle deaths. The
same could become true with guns. For
example, findings from my research
team and others show that unintentional
shootings by children who gain access to
an improperly stored firearm decrease in
states that pass laws requiring gun safety
locks and proper storage.
Regulations alone will not end gun
violence. But reframing guns as consumer
products opens up conceptual space for
health and safety regulations that could
meaningfully reduce gun deaths.

BRIAN
RENAUER
Director, Criminal
Justice Policy Research
Institute

WHAT OFTEN gets overlooked when we

talk about reducing U.S. gun violence
is the history and culture of the U.S.
Changing history and culture is difficult.
Who leads the world in counts and rates
of gun homicides? It is almost exclusively
a phenomenon driven by countries in the
Western Hemisphere—Latin American
countries, led by Brazil, and the U.S. The
U.S. is far and away the leader of gun
homicide among rich/developed nations,
but on par with many Latin American
countries. Why? While there are a great
many differences between the U.S. and
Latin American countries, we do share
a similar tragic history of colonization,
genocide of Indigenous populations
by Europeans, and being the center of
African slave trade. That colonization
was based on a “by any means necessary”
spirit of early capitalism.
Has that historic and unethical
principle seeped deep into our culture
where the most lethal violence can be
rationalized as a perfect solution to
one’s problems (or society’s problems)
and disputes with others? If so, working
toward greater stability in community
and family, and a government founded
on the care for one another, humility,
equity, and ethical principles is a solution
we should consider to overcome this
challenge.
People who resort to lethal gun
violence are lost; they need to be “found”
before they’re lost.
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park blocks
Science Building 1 will
begin a transformation
into the new Vernier
Science Center this fall.

A SCIENCE
CENTER THAT
REFLECTS PSU’S
DIVERSE CAMPUS
THE BRUTALIST-STYLE fortress that is

Science Building 1 has long been a sore sight
on Portland State’s campus. So much so
that a group of alumni from the Class of ’69
Biology Club—among the first students to
move into the then-new building—recently
reunited and shared that it was as uninviting
and oppressive back then as it is today. One
even joked that it was brutal to its core.

Beginning this fall, the 55-year-old concrete building is set to undergo a dramatic
renovation into the Vernier Science Center, a
warm, welcoming, dynamic place for science
teaching, learning, and collaboration, where
all students feel like they belong and can see
a future for themselves in science, technology,
engineering, and math (STEM) fields.

“We see this as an opportunity to ensure
our buildings expressly reflect our present
and current values,” said Todd Rosenstiel,
dean of PSU’s College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences and a biology professor.

Gone will be the dimly lit hallways and
outdated classrooms and labs. In their place
will be light-filled spaces featuring wood and
colors inspired by nature, state-of-the-art
teaching labs, study nooks with views of

native plants, and perhaps most importantly,
a hub of culturally informed spaces designed
to support students from groups that have
historically been excluded from STEM fields.

PSU is home to Oregon’s most diverse
STEM student population—at least half
identify as Black, Indigenous, or people of
color (BIPOC)—so it was only fitting that
the design process center their voices.

An advisory council made up of students
of color—including those who identify
as LGBTQIA+ and disabled—offered
critical insights during meetings with Bora
Architects and campus planners. Indigenous
faculty and students advised the project team
on incorporating Indigenous perspectives
into the design. And, as part of a series of
dialogue sessions, more than two dozen

NEWS BY THE NUMBERS
MATHEMATICS
MENTORING

A five-year, $2.1 million grant from
the National Science Foundation will
support a group of PSU mathematics
faculty in providing post-doctoral,
graduate, and undergraduate students
with opportunities to work with realworld data.

$2.1 M
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SOCIAL WORK
STANDOUT

FOND
FAREWELLS

The Social Work Degree Center ranked
Portland State’s online Master’s in
Social Work Macro program the best in
the nation. Macro social work focuses
on finding solutions at the policy or
societal scale.

This year marked the first-ever PSU
commencement ceremonies held at
Providence Park. In all, more than
25,000 well wishers attended the
stadium ceremonies honoring our
2022 graduates.

No. 1

25,000

BIPOC faculty, staff, alumni, and community
members shared stories and insights into
how built environments and campus spaces
shaped their own educational journeys and
college experiences for better or worse.

The architects listened. The building design
that emerged supports the need students
have to see themselves and their cultures
represented and supported in the space. “The
most important thing is to provide ways to
support and give these students an environment where they can actually thrive,” said
Michael Tingley, principal at Bora Architects.

The second floor will house the STEM
Equity Hub, a suite of program-specific and
shared spaces that provide critical support
and activities for students from historically
excluded and underrepresented groups
in STEM. A career center will connect
students with paid internships, undergraduate research experiences, and one-on-one
support with career navigators. The suite
will also house an Indigenous kitchen and
classroom, gathering area, and Indigenous
library that supports an expanded curriculum
and practice of Indigenous Traditional
Ecological & Cultural Knowledge (ITECK)
at PSU. To learn how you can support this
project, contact the PSU Foundation at
(503) 725-3526.—CRISTINA ROJAS

SERVICE LEARNING
LEADER

PSU topped West Coast universities—and
ranked 8th nationwide—for service learning
in U.S. News & World Report’s 2022-23 Best
Colleges rankings. Some 4,000 PSU students
participate in capstone courses annually, putting their knowledge to work for the community.

4,000

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BORA ARCHITECTS

On the entry level, the building will extend
outward, creating space for study areas,
gathering spaces, and family lounges along
the perimeter. Outside, there will be a ring
of deep planters filled with native species,
which will help to soften the building, connect students to nature, and provide a buffer
from the gazes of passersby. The plants will
also serve as a teaching resource for Indigenous Nations Studies and biology classes.

The renovated building will feature
wood tones, native plants, and spaces
designed to reflect the perspectives and
contributions of PSU’s diverse communities.

PLAYFUL
PIANOS

Piano. Push. Play.—the brainchild of
Megan McGeorge ’07—kicked off its 10th
summer of placing unique art pianos
(shown right) in downtown Portland
for passersby to play. At summer’s end,
the instruments are donated to schools,
community centers, and other venues.
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park blocks
FROM WOODEN SPOOLS
TO PICKATHON STAGE
air this August at the beloved Pickathon music festival
in Happy Valley, Oregon. And as in years past, PSU
architecture students got the chance to hone their skills
and creativity by designing and building a temporary
performance venue almost entirely from repurposed
materials.
The resulting Cherry Hill stage, one of eight venues at
the festival, was constructed from more than 175 giant
wooden cable reels borrowed from Portland General
Electric work yards around the Portland metro area. A
team of four graduate students from the School of
Architecture artfully stacked the large spool-like shapes to
form two towers rising 21 feet above the earth, with smaller
structures popping up nearby. Bamboo cladding along the interior enclosures added a
textile-like surface.
“We were influenced by the idea of how both bamboo and mushrooms are connected
underground through a complex root system, and how they seek voids in the surface
to pop up vertically from the earth,” said graduate architecture student Daniel Athay.
“We’ve been thinking of these structures as echoing the behavior of mushroom clusters,
organically occupying the landscape.”
The form was designed to encourage exploration, said Athay. “People are going to be
able to walk under it, through it, and really engage with it, seeing it from a variety of
angles.”
This year’s project continues the school’s “diversion design-build” tradition of
repurposing materials from other uses to create an innovative, sustainable, zero-waste
performance environment at the Pickathon festival. After the festival, materials are
returned to their original purpose or given new life elsewhere.
Over the course of the three-day festival, the stage served as backdrop to 18 musical
acts, including indie rockers Built to Spill and Wu-Tang founding member GZA.
You can watch this year’s project come to life at youtu.be/bCQfbuY3paM.
—KAREN O’DONNELL STEIN

PATRIC SIMON

AFTER A TWO-YEAR hiatus, music once again filled the

Architecture students transformed borrowed wooden cable
reels and bamboo into a temporary music stage (top). The
team included (l-r) Daniel Athay, Maddy Capizzi, Travis Bell,
and Matt Wiste (not pictured: Aaron Mayers).

TK

INTERNATIONAL ACCOLADES
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PORTLAND STATE UNIVERSITY’S alumni magazine and the
PSU Foundation were recognized with three Circle of Excellence
Awards in an annual competition showcasing outstanding work
in educational advancement from institutions around the world.
Portland State Magazine won a gold award in the long-form
news writing/features category for the 75th anniversary feature “Pieces of History.” The spring
2021 cover feature took a new look at the university’s past through the stories of 21 artifacts.
The magazine also received a bronze award for alumni magazines printed twice a year.
The PSU Foundation won its own bronze award in the publication design category for its
2022 Campaign Impact Report, a printed report celebrating the successful completion of the
university’s first-ever comprehensive campaign, which raised $300 million for students, faculty,
and programs.
The peer-selected Circle of Excellence Awards are awarded by the Council for
Advancement and Support of Education (CASE) and are the premier recognition program
for educational advancement. In 2022, CASE received more than 4,500 entries from 636
institutions in nearly 30 countries. Of those, volunteer judges selected 626 exemplary entries
for bronze, silver, gold, or Grand Gold recognition.

ON THE FRONT LINES OF CLIMATE CHANGE
As the effects of climate change are felt more widely and regularly, Portland State University alumni
and faculty are leading research into the driving forces and future impacts of a warming planet.

UNDER PRESSURE
LAST YEAR’S record-breaking heatwave, recent droughts, and the 2020 Labor Day megafires that

PA

swept across Oregon and Washington share a contributing factor: atmospheric ridges, elongated
regions of high pressure typically associated with warm, dry conditions. And their effects may be
growing more severe. To study key drivers of atmospheric ridges and how they will be affected by
a warming climate, researchers from Portland State and Washington State University Vancouver
(WSUV) are teaming up, thanks to a grant from the National Science Foundation. In a recent
study published in the Journal of Climate, Paul Loikith, associate professor of geography and
director of PSU’s Climate Science Lab, and Deepti Singh, director of WSUV’s Climate Extremes
and Societal Impacts Lab, found that while ridges that produce heat waves won’t necessarily
become more common over the Pacific Northwest in the future, when ridges do occur, the weather
associated with them will be warmer. The project’s findings will inform climate planning and
adaptation measures. —CRISTINA ROJAS
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SEASONS CHANGE
NEARLY 200 YEARS AGO, schools across New York set out to collect data on the state’s climate by
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recording temperature measurements and observations: when the robins were first seen, when the
red maples bloomed, when the wheat harvest began. The data helped farmers plan for the local
growing season. Two centuries later, a Portland State alum is using that same data to shed light
on the effects of climate change on our seasons. Kerissa Fuccillo Battle PhD ’18 led a multidisciplinary team to compare the historical dataset with similarly collected data across New York
from 2009 to 2017. The group’s findings, published in the Journal of Ecology, showed that the
majority of the 36 plants analyzed flowered and leafed out earlier than in the centuries past. The
effects were even more pronounced in urban areas. The accelerated timing poses risks for some
species’ survival, Battle said, and can create a cascade of negative impacts for bees and organisms
that rely on them. But knowing which species are more at risk can help inform conservation efforts.
Interested in helping track our changing seasons? Find out how at usanpn.org/natures_notebook.
—CRISTINA ROJAS

MAPPING A FOREST’S RECOVERY
THANKS TO CLIMATE CHANGE, high-elevation forests in the Pacific Northwest are burning more
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frequently and expansively than in the recent past, leaving heavily scarred landscapes. Some experts
question whether they can recover without human intervention. But according to a new study
by PSU researchers, it may not always be necessary—or even wise—for humans to step in. The
research, which was published in Frontiers in Forests and Global Change, examined the role
of “fire refugia,” green islands of living trees that remain after a forest fire, in forest regeneration
following large, severe fires in the High Cascade mountains. Using a combination of satellite
imaging and field work, the researchers were able to determine how different characteristics of
fire refugia—including tree species, age, and local climate—affected their ability to regenerate the
surrounding forestland. The results can help determine when human intervention in the form of
tree replanting is warranted, where replanting efforts should be targeted, and what species should
be prioritized. This is important to know since replanting can be expensive and overstocked forests,
particularly those stocked with tree species that are available in nurseries, can reduce habitat quality or
pose a future fire hazard. —SUMMER ALLEN
FALL 202 2 //
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PATRIC SIMON

BREAKING DOWN BARRIERS to higher education is what
Portland State has been known for since Day One. In recent months
that effort has included creating new opportunities for Native
American students, both locally and nationwide.
In May, Oregon’s Higher Education Coordinating Committee
established the Oregon Tribal Grant program, which will cover
college-related expenses during the 2022-23 academic year for
eligible students who are enrolled members of Oregon’s nine
federally recognized tribes. The grant, proposed by Gov. Kate
Brown and approved by the Oregon Legislature can be applied to
undergraduate or graduate study at Oregon public colleges and
universities.
That was great news for Portland State, which is actively
developing services and support for Tribal students. And in July,
PSU followed up with an announcement of its own: Beginning with
the fall 2022 academic term, enrolled, degree-seeking undergraduate
students who are registered members of a federally recognized tribe
will qualify to pay the equivalent of in-state tuition rates. That means
Native American students from anywhere in the country can attend
PSU at the lower in-state rates.
“These opportunities are some of the steps needed in developing
good relationships with the tribes whose ancestral territory the
state of Oregon currently occupies,” said Trevino Brings Plenty,
coordinator of Native American student services at Portland State. “I
look forward to the incoming Indigenous scholars this program will
help fund toward degree completion.”
Oregon’s nine federally recognized tribes include: the Burns Paiute
Tribe; Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua and Siuslaw
Indians; Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde; Confederated Tribes
of Siletz; Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation;
Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs; Coquille Indian Tribe; Cow
Creek Band of Umpqua Indians; and the Klamath Tribes.
—CHRISTINA WILLIAMS

Leonard Getinthecar’s 2013 work “Space Invaders,” located in
Fariborz Maseeh Hall, translates colonization into a video game motif.
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PBOT

WELCOMING INDIGENOUS
STUDENTS TO PSU

Gwen Shaw (far right) at the ribbon cutting ceremony for the
permanent installation of the Better Naito project in May.

A BETTER NAITO IS
HERE TO STAY
WHAT STARTED AS a Portland State University capstone

project has turned into a new way of moving traffic along
the Portland waterfront.
The Better Naito project is the brainchild of Gwen Shaw
’15, who graduated with a degree in civil engineering. At the
time, she was looking for a way to create a shared space in
the city for pedestrians, bikes, and cars alike. Shaw—who
now works as a traffic engineer—says she was first inspired
by a pedestrian space outside a local donut shop facilitated
by advocacy group Better Block PDX in 2014. After
consulting with the group, Shaw decided to select the Naito
Parkway as her capstone project.
She proposed repurposing one northbound lane of the
parkway into dedicated space for bikes and pedestrians.
She felt urged to take her design from concept to reality
after seeing images of the Cinco de Mayo festival on the
Waterfront. “The festival fence was all the way to the curb
line, a mom was pushing a stroller in the bike lane, and
bikes were shoved between cars in the travel lane,” she
recalls. “It was crowded and unsafe.”
She and her capstone team proposed a demonstration. To
her surprise, the Portland Bureau of Transportation quickly
and enthusiastically responded.
Sixteen days later, Shaw and her capstone team began
installing the design at 4 a.m. In the years since, the
demonstration project has grown and transformed into
a permanent installation. In May, the city held a formal
ribbon cutting to celebrate Better Naito as it exists today.
—KATY SWORDFISK

IN EARLY FEBRUARY, the Portland Winter Light Festival returns to the city. And this
time, attendees will be treated to a magical, ephemeral experience of music in a most
unexpected location. Visitors to PSU’s Urban Plaza will be able to look up from the
street to see (and hear) a giant color video projection of acclaimed violinist Tomás Cotik,
professor of violin at the School of Music & Theater, playing selections by Bach, Telemann,
Piazzolla, and Tárrega.
The project, which runs Feb. 3-5, is titled “Ombra Musici II” (“musician’s shadow” in
Italian), and is the result of a collaboration between Cotik and Dave Colangelo, a professor
of digital creation and communication at Ryerson University. The team received a National
Endowment for the Arts grant to produce the project, which expands on “Ombra Musici,”
presented at the 2019 Portland Winter Light Festival (pictured right), where moving
silhouettes of musicians were projected onto the PSU Library facade.
“Life has been radically altered by the effects of the pandemic,” says Cotik, who notes
that, while arts activities in particular were halted during COVID-19, the human need for
catharsis, comfort, and entertainment only grew. With this project, Cotik aims to surprise
and delight viewers with a performance of classical music that can be experienced alone or
in communion with other festival-goers—offering a moment of beauty and solace at the
darkest time of winter. —KAREN O’DONNELL STEIN

SO-MIN KANG

FIDDLER ON THE BRIDGE

MYSTERY PUP

JAMES LEE WILSON ‘17

A SPRING CLEAN-OUT of the Simon Benson Alumni House uncovered a

mysterious mutt (shown left) with alumni roots. Stitched together with thick
felted wool in Portland State colors, this vintage wiener dog sports a prominent “V” on each ear—likely for Vanport College—dating this particular
stuffy back to the 1950s. Vanport College Extension Center was founded in
1946 and kept Vanport in its name until becoming Portland State College
in 1955. The plush pup appears in a similar style to other popular college
souvenirs of the era, though no one knows its exact origins. Legends say the
pup held court in the Simon Benson Alumni House for years and was passed
around between alumni board members as a good luck charm. If any alumni
know the origins of the 70-year-old dog, or if you have any memories with it,
please let us know at alum@pdx.edu. —REBECCA OLSON

INSTAWORTHY PSU
Here are some of our favorite PSU
Instagram photos from the past few
months. Tag us with #portlandstate,
#portlandstatealumni, or #proudviks.

LEFT: The Department of World Languages
& Literatures’s traditional Japanese kabuki
production returned to Lincoln Hall. Even the
horse had to rehearse!
CENTER: Engineering professor Christof
Teuscher placed second this spring in the
1,000-mile Iditarod …on foot. The Iditarod Trail
Invitational follows the same trail in Alaska as
the famed dog-sled race.
RIGHT: Portland State held its
commencements in Providence Park this year.
Not only did the stadium offer a spacious
outdoor location, but there was popcorn while
graduates waited to take the stage.
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ANIMAL CROSSINGS
PSU researchers help map where wildlife
roam in hopes of creating safer passage

SO-MIN KANG

WHY DID THE FROG CROSS THE ROAD?

Leslie Bliss-Ketchum, founder of environmental
consulting firm Samara Group.
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To get to the other side, of course, so it could mate and
lay eggs. But the treacherous trip across two roads, busy
Highway 30, and two sets of railroad tracks can be fatal
for the northern red-legged frog, which is endangered in
Oregon. That’s why volunteers with the Harborton Frog
Shuttle have been scooping up the frogs and transporting
them back and forth between Portland’s Forest Park and
their winter breeding site in the Harborton wetlands since
2014, until a more sustainable, long-term solution can
be found.
That humans must venture out at night with buckets
and flashlights to disrupt this real-life game of Frogger is
“a symptom of a disease we’re trying to correct for,” said
Leslie Bliss-Ketchum ’07 PhD ’19, founder and owner of
environmental consulting firm Samara Group. She’s part
of a collaborative group of PSU researchers, government
officials, and others hoping to improve wildlife connectivity, one of the state’s key conservation issues according to
the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW).
Many species rely on the ability to roam through the landscape to successfully find food, water, shelter, and mates,
but barriers like roads, buildings, railroads, and power lines
often restrict their movement.
“Connectivity is really vital for the functional ecosystems that we depend on,” said Catherine de Rivera,
professor of environmental science and management and
PSU’s lead on the project. “Where we see fragmentation
and barriers to connectivity, we see inbreeding and a
decrease in population size and stability.”
The Oregon Connectivity Assessment and Mapping
Project, led by ODFW, has brought together ecologists,
geographic information systems (GIS) analysts, and
statisticians to analyze and map the movement needs of
54 species ranging from as small as a bee to as large as a
bighorn sheep and elk. The animals serve as surrogates
for a broad diversity of species across the state, as well as
their habitat needs and movement abilities. A beaver, for
example, stands in for multiple species that require habitat
along the banks of rivers.
While individual groups and efforts like the Harborton
Frog Shuttle have identified connectivity needs for individual species or local areas, there hasn’t been information
for the state more broadly, said Rachel Wheat, wildlife
connectivity coordinator at ODFW and the project’s lead.
The group aims to change that.
Using new approaches and state-of-the-art modeling,
the group has turned raw data into a usable map of
priority wildlife corridors. Once completed, it can be used
by state and federal agencies, conservation groups, and
others to target areas in need of restoration and protection,
to inform land use and permitting for renewable energy
projects, and to help prevent wildlife-vehicle collisions.

LESLIE BLISS-KE TCHUM

Leslie Bliss-Ketchum
searches for tracks
and other signs of
wildlife migration.
Photo by So-Min Kang.

Tracks like these help
researchers map
habitat needs and
potential obstacles.
Photo by So-Min Kang.

“Volunteers have been
scooping up the frogs
and transporting them
back and forth between
Portland’s Forest
Park and their winter
breeding site since 2014.”
For example, the map could help identify
where in the state limited resources would
best be spent on building or improving
wildlife crossings—culverts and bridges
designed to help animals safely move
between habitats—or where best to build a
new road.
“I really see this project mandate as a
realization from the state that we can work
together across all sectors to maintain what
we love about Oregon,” de Rivera said,
“[making the state] great for people and
great for animals.”

Cut off from their breeding grounds, endangered
red-legged frogs are collected by hand.

The timing couldn’t be better. Congress
made a major investment in wildlife
crossings in the recently passed infrastructure package, allocating $350 million for a
Wildlife Crossing Pilot Program that will
help fund projects in all 50 states. Similarly, the Oregon Legislature approved
$7 million in funding for building and
maintaining wildlife crossings.
Bliss-Ketchum’s firm led the process of
selecting the representative species for the
mapping project. Martin Lafrenz, geography faculty, and Amanda Temple MS ’20,
a project associate with Samara Group,
then worked together to combine GIS
data with expert knowledge of a particular
species’ habitat requirements (for example,
if an animal will not travel further than
500 meters from a water source) to build
models that highlight a species’ habitat
needs and the landscape features that
make it easier or harder for them to move.
The models are considered hypothetical
until validated. That’s where statistics
professor Daniel Taylor-Rodriguez and
Ph.D. student Jacob Schultz come in,
cross-checking the habitat models against
data of a species’ actual observed movement and presence—something that hasn’t
been done on this scale before.

Two of Lafrenz’s geography graduate
students then create the habitat connectivity maps using new software from
The Nature Conservancy. These maps are
validated, too.
“We’re interested in modeling not only
where the species is, but where it could be
and what’s better for that species’ movement,” Taylor-Rodriguez said.
The 54 single-species maps will then be
combined into one composite map that
highlights priority wildlife corridors and
represents movement needs for all wildlife
in Oregon. The map will be updated every
five years to stay current with the changing
landscape, climate, and data.
“Development is never-ending,” Wheat
said. “We expect to see expansion of
urban growth boundaries, new solar
facilities, new commercial development,
new resource extraction, new wildfires…
That will all be taken into consideration to
make this a living product that changes as
the landscape changes.”
As for the frogs, the long-term goal is
to create pond habitat west of Highway
30 to support their needs. Until then, Frog
Shuttle volunteers are doing everything
they can to keep them hopping.
—CRISTINA ROJAS
FALL 202 2 //
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SEEING SCIENCE:
BUILDING BETTER BRIDGES
TEXT BY SUMMER ALLEN | ILLUSTRATION BY SOFIA ESTRADA FERRY ‘20

With a one-in-three chance that a massive Cascadia subduction zone earthquake—
the “Big One”—will happen in the next 50 years, Portland needs to be prepared for
its effects on our iconic bridges.
Peter Dusicka is on the case. A professor of civil and environmental engineering
in the Maseeh College of Engineering and Computer Science, Dusicka runs PSU’s
infrastructure Testing and Applied Research (iSTAR) Laboratory, which is equipped
with a large shake table that simulates earthquakes. In the iSTAR lab, Dusicka and
other researchers are engineering ways to make bridges, buildings, and other structures more resilient when the Big One comes to town.

WHICH BRIDGES ARE IN DANGER?

The Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) estimates 60% of Oregon’s
critical bridges may be unusable
following a large-magnitude earthquake.
This includes most of Portland’s famous
bridges. And if our bridges fail, it will
be hard for Portland to recover from
the quake. “Anything from food to fuel
needs to make its way across this river,”
says Dusicka. “And it’s not just the river.
There’s a whole bunch of bridges that
people don’t see that are the workhorses
of the transportation network.”

WHY ARE PORTLAND BRIDGES
IN DANGER?

Many bridges built prior to the 1970s
used an “elastic design” philosophy in
which a structure can be deformed by a
heavy load—such as an earthquake—and
then return to its original shape. However,
these bridges were designed before
scientists realized the potential size of a
Cascadia quake. “If you underestimate
the demand of an earthquake, then
there is potentially a catastrophic
consequence—something we call ‘brittle
failure,’” says Dusicka.

WHAT CAN WE DO?
There are three options when it comes to preparing bridges for large-magnitude
earthquakes: rebuild, retrofit, repair.
(RE)BUILDING A
BETTER BURNSIDE
Multnomah County plans to rebuild the
Burnside Bridge beginning in 2025 so that
it can serve as a lifeline through the city
following the Big One.
RETROFITTING BRIDGES
Replacing bridges is expensive and time
consuming. Another option is to retrofit
them. Dusicka designed and tested a
brace that can strengthen existing bridges.
ODOT has already installed the braces on
a bridge along Interstate 5.

14
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REPAIRING BROKEN BRIDGES
For bridges that do fail, getting them
repaired quickly is essential. The iSTAR
lab has developed—and tested—a method
for rapidly repairing damaged concrete
bridge columns by wrapping them with a
steel jacket and then anchoring them to
the foundation with energy-dissipating,
replaceable fuses (shown right). Advantages of this method: the steel jackets
could be manufactured ahead of time and
the fuses help the columns withstand
aftershocks, which could continue to
shake Portland for months—or even
years—following a 9.0 earthquake.

STEEL JACKET

DAMAGED COLUMN

REPAIRED
BRIDGE
COLUMN

ENERGY-DISSIPATING
FUSES

YOUR VOICE
IS CRITICAL TO
PORTLAND STATE
UNIVERSITY
The legislative session is coming up
and we need you to tell Oregon
lawmakers why PSU is important.
MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD BY
JOINING PSU ADVOCATES

Scan this code or text
Portlandstate to 52886
to learn more.

OREGONIAN

the arts
Arlene Schnitzer was a devoted champion and
benefactor of the arts throughout Portland.

ARTISTS IN THE MAKING
For 10 years, the Arlene Schnitzer Visual Arts Prize has
offered PSU students a springboard for a career in the arts

AS A GRAPHIC DESIGN student at the School of Art + Design, Leah

Maldonado ’20 set out to challenge the practice of typography with a
new typeface she called GlyphWorld. An expressionist design made
up of nine “landscapes,” GlyphWorld forms a universe of letterforms
that Maldonado likens to a garden. “Each stylized letterform has been
planted and nurtured by me,” she explains. “I am their author, I grew
them—but they will continue to grow without me.”
The project was the culmination of months of creative work set
in motion when Maldonado was named the top winner of the 2019
Arlene Schnitzer Visual Arts Prize, the highest award offered in the
School of Art + Design.

UP &
COMING
Meet the 2022 Arlene Schnitzer
Visual Arts Prize Winners

In August, the School of Art +
Design announced the recipients of
this year’s Arlene Schnitzer Visual
Arts Prize. Juror Kelsey Snook shares
her thoughts on the winners:

For Maldonado, winning the Arlene Schnitzer Visual Arts Prize
was validating.“I didn’t realize that I was an artist,” she says, “or
that I was a good one.” Now working as a designer at Nike’s Jordan
brand, she credits the prize, and the typeface she created with it, for
opening doors. “It really put me on the map as a new, bizarre kind of
type designer,” she says. “I got a job at Wieden + Kennedy two weeks
after the reception party. This prize helped start my career.”
The Arlene Schnitzer Visual Arts Prize was established in
2013 with a gift from the Harold & Arlene Schnitzer CARE
Foundation. Known as a devoted champion of the arts in Portland,
Arlene Schnitzer, who passed away in 2020, nurtured the careers of
numerous artists throughout her life. The prize honors her legacy by
celebrating three PSU student artists and designers each year as they
launch their professional lives.
To be considered for the Arlene Schnitzer Visual Arts Prize,
students in the School of Art + Design submit a portfolio of work
and a proposal for a project they intend to create. The prize includes
a financial award along with faculty mentorship for the winners as
they create a final showcase for exhibition.

JOHANNA HOUSKA
1ST PRIZE, $5,500

SHELBIE LOOMIS
2ND PRIZE, $4,000

NIA MUSIBA
3RD PRIZE, $3,000

Houska focuses on developing
ethical and sustainable textiles.
“She was so thorough with this
big idea that I could tell not only
would she execute it well, but
would also think through what
the consumer product would look
like in the context of her
art practice.”

Loomis makes collaborative work
focusing on life in alternative
housing such as RVs and mobile
homes, exploring the meaning of
home, grief, and art in community.
“Shelbie’s depth of process ...
showed that she is ready to dream
bigger and expand in whatever
direction she chooses.”

Musiba creates vibrant paintings,
murals, and other works that
explore Blackness throughout
history, with vibrant representations
of Black and brown bodies as
a direct response to negative
depictions in art and the media.
“Nia’s visual execution was
excellent, down to the details.”

CHAD L ANNING

EVENTS
Events are subject to change due to COVID-19
health and safety restrictions. Please check
websites for the latest updates.
Leah Maldonado presenting her experimental typeface,
GlyphWorld, at the showcase for the 2019 prize winners.

“Now working as a designer
at Nike’s Jordan brand,
Maldonado credits the prize,
and the typeface she created
with it, for opening doors.”
Over the 10-year history of the prize, 29 artists have been honored with this prestigious
vote of confidence. Notable past winners include interdisciplinary artist Shawn Creeden
MFA ’19 (2017); social-practice artist and activist Patricia Vázquez Gómez MFA ’14
(2013), now an adjunct faculty member in PSU’s MFA Social Practice program; and
brand designer Jordan Hoagbin ’15 (2013).
Artist Kelsey Snook has participated on the jury for five years. Known for her largescale, interactive installations and a list of partnerships that includes Design Week Portland, OMSI, and London’s Royal Festival Hall, Snook says she is consistently impressed
by the quality and authentic nature of the work submitted for the jury.
“Students in the School of Art + Design have developed a very strong sense of self and
sense of vision,” Snook says. “They are creating something that is personal and unique to
them, and that they can build on.”
The jury looks “for artists who are clear about what they want to do next, like they’re on
the cusp,” Snook says. “You can tell that they have created a great body of work, they have
a strong approach, and there’s more work ready to be done—they just haven’t had the time
or space to do it yet.”
That is especially true of this year’s recipients, says Snook.
The 2022 prize recipients are Johanna Houska ’22 in first place; Shelbie Loomis MFA
’22, second place; and Nia Musiba, third place.
“I felt really proud of my body of work and all the hours I put into it,” says Houska,
whose work is rooted in “radically responsible” and historical textile-making techniques.
“To have that extra jolt of appreciation was amazing.”
That the prize carries the name of one of Portland’s most notable arts benefactors adds
an extra weight to the honor, says Maldonado, who calls the late Schnitzer “iconic.”
“Arlene has been a role model to me for a long time,” says Maldonado. “I feel incredibly
lucky to have met her. Her contributions to the arts in Portland have made my humble
little city feel big and exciting. Like her, I hope to support and help foster the careers of
many artists in the Pacific Northwest in the little ways that I can.”
Maldonado returned to serve as a juror for this year’s prize. “This year’s prize winners
are extremely strong artists that I admire very much. They all have one foot in the art
world already, and the prize will definitely help them plant both feet firmly in it!”
The Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art at Portland State will showcase the work of the
2022 Arlene Schnitzer Visual Arts Prize winners Feb. 28 - April 29, 2023, with a reception and awards ceremony on March 2, 2023. —KAREN O’DONNELL STEIN

DEINUM PRIZE SHOWCASE EXHIBITION: THE
BORN PROJECT
THROUGH JAN. 20, 2023
pdx.edu/arts/events
This multimedia exhibition by film student Garrett
Recker, winner of the 2021 Andries Deinum Prize
for Visionaries and Provocateurs, challenges
gender norms and body ideals in the fashion
industry, telling the stories of young LGBTQ+
adults from across Oregon through words,
photography, and film.

PSU CHOIRS: O FORTUNA
NOV. 18 & 20
pdx.edu/music-theater/o-fortuna
The Portland State Chamber Choir, Rose Choir, and
Thorn Choir present their loudest fall concert yet,
highlighting excerpts from Carl Orff’s worldfamous “Carmina Burana” alongside classical
music from Monteverdi to Bruckner and Bollywood
music by A.R. Rahman.

PSU OPERA: GOOD COUNTRY
NOV. 26 - DEC. 4
pdx.edu/music-theater/good-country
Portland State’s acclaimed opera program
presents a tale straight out of the Old West, tracing
the true story of Charley Parkhurst, a stagecoach
driver in the California Gold Rush who was
assigned female at birth and lived life as a man.
Created by composer Keith Allegretti and librettist
Cecelia Raker, “Good Country” is one of the first
contemporary operas with a lead role crafted
specifically for a trans singer.

TOOZE ENDOWED VISITING PROFESSOR OF
ISLAMIC & ANCIENT ART: MARIAN FELDMAN
DEC. 1
pdx.edu/art-design/events
The PSU School of Art + Design presents “The
Material Charisma of Akkadian Kingship: Bodies
and Fabric in Early Mesopotamian Art,” a lecture
by Marian Feldman, W.H. Collins Vickers chair in
archaeology and professor of history of art and
near eastern studies at John Hopkins University.
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ON FAMILIAR TURF
Q&A with new PSU Athletics Director
John Johnson
JOHN JOHNSON took the helm of the Portland State
Athletics Department on May 1. But as a graduate of
Eastern Washington with a master’s degree in business
administration, Johnson’s no stranger to the area. His
experience in collegiate athletic administration stretches
back to 1985 and includes 11 years as an athletics
director in the Big Sky Conference. He spent time at
Eastern Washington, Weber State, and Washington
State. Most recently, he served as the senior deputy
athletics director at the University of Nebraska.
Portland State Magazine recently caught up with
Johnson to discuss the new role, the ever-present
pressure to bring in new revenue, and his plans to get
more PSU fans in the seats.
Questions and responses have been edited for clarity
and brevity.

What attracted you to PSU?

Our roots run pretty deep in the Northwest and, in
particular, the Big Sky Conference. So this is home
for us. I spent a lot of time in Portland when I was in
the Pac-12 conference. I worked at Washington State
for former Athletics Director Jim Sterk, who was
here at Portland State as well. So you know, it’s really
comfortable.
It’s funny how you’re away for three or four years,
and you come back, and it just feels like home. I feel
lucky and privileged and honored to have the opportunity to serve Portland State, and hopefully, I can help
make it better.

SO-MIN KANG

Your experience at Washington State included overseeing the Cougar Athletic Fund. What did the role teach
you about revenue generation in college athletics, and
what might you apply from that to PSU?
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When you’re in athletics and an athletics director,
revenue generation is on your mind when you wake up
in the morning and go to bed—and sometimes, quite
frankly, in the middle of the night. New revenue comes
from new ideas. It comes from initiatives that help
people say, “I want to be part of that.” You need to tell
the story.
You also need to fundamentally be sound in your
fundraising principles. And I’m using “fundraising” in
very specific terms, but also raising funds in general
terms with ticket sponsorship, etc. Not unlike being in
a sport, you need to do well on the fundamentals or you
won’t win any games—everything from how we answer
the phone, how we treat our opponents, how we do
business, how we integrate on campus, and then how
we fundamentally put together a strategic plan from a
fundraising standpoint.
So, you know, it’s doing the little things. Everyone’s
important; everyone helps us win games. We’re always
fundraising in a variety of ways to support our scholarships. So all that’s part of it.

“When you’re ... an athletics director, revenue
generation is on your mind when you wake up
in the morning and go to bed—and sometimes,
quite frankly, in the middle of the night.”

MIGHTY VIKS

compiled by Mike Lund

I need to get through a season. I need to
see what the opportunities are. It’s a nice
facility. The city of Hillsboro has been
terrific to work with. I’m still evaluating
to see what’s best for the program longterm, knowing that there’s going to be
changes not only in our league, perhaps
on how we approach things, but also in
the NCAA, which is going through a
very specific transformation. They call it
the Transformation Committee, where
we’re looking at the structure of Division
I athletics and what it looks like. That also
will have an impact.
So right now I’m listening and learning.
We’ll use the basis of that to put together
a strategic 3- to 5- to 10-year plan.
What are the different ways that the athletics department might engage students
at a commuter school like PSU?

It’s not unlike at Weber State or Eastern
Washington, which were primarily
commuter schools. For traditional-age
students, we engage them and create a
fun environment similar to what they
experienced in high school, and just

Athletics Director John
Johnson observes an Aug.
19 PSU football practice at
Stott Community Field.

continue that and engage them. Then you
look at those who are working and want
to further themselves educationally. Time
is of the essence, and it’s hard for them.
We need to create a good opportunity
for them in a very cost-effective way to
attend a game, and have good, wholesome
entertainment for them and their families,
if they have them. We’ve partnered with
MAX to shuttle them to the game. So
it’ll be a holistic experience that starts
when you leave home, not when you get
to the game.
We need to find out what they want.
What kind of data do we have? Can we
survey them? Can we talk to them? Can
we do some focus groups: Hey, what do
you want from us? What would help you
want to come to a game?
You come to basketball and volleyball
right here and we have a wonderful new
facility. It’s as good as anything in the
conference and it’s easy to get to. We have
parking. We have people downtown. And
you know, one of our roles, I believe, in
athletics is to serve the community and
to create opportunities for the community. We’re going to help get people
downtown coming to our games, eating
in restaurants, doing what they do when
they come to games to make it a great
experience that helps the city of Portland.
—JACK HEFFERNAN

A WINNING LEGACY

Since the start of the 2000-01 academic year,
Portland State teams have won 32 conference
regular-season or tournament championships. PSU
teams have also made 21 appearances, and had more
than 100 student-athletes compete in individual
events, in the NCAA post-season.

32

RECORD-BREAKING RUNS

Portland State cross country and track & field runner
Katie Camarena set a school record in all seven
events she competed in during the Vikings’ cross
country and indoor track & field seasons. Camarena
swept the records in the cross country 4k, 5k, and 6k
during the fall 2021 season, then swept the records
in the indoor 800 meters, mile, 3k, and 5k. Her school
records in the indoor mile and 3k also broke Big Sky
Conference records in those events.

7-for-7

ALL-AMERICAN DEFENSE

Two-time All-American defensive back Anthony
Adams enters the 2022 season as a pre-season
All-American. His 40 career passes defended (nine
interceptions, 31 pass breakups) is more than any
returning football player in the nation.

SO-MIN KANG

The football team at the moment plays at
a stadium in Hillsboro. At this very early
stage, do you view a new, more permanent solution as a possibility? If so, what
has your approach been so far?

40

CAREER COUNTDOWN

Portland State volleyball player Ellie Snook needs 401
digs this fall to reach 2,000 career digs, a benchmark
no Viking has previously reached in the storied
history of the program. Snook recorded 612 digs last
season, so 401 is certainly achievable if she stays
healthy. Snook needs only 253 more digs to break the
Portland State career record, which Kasimira Clark
currently holds with 1,851 digs from 2011-14.

2,000
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by Katy Swordfisk

In the early 1970s, as many urban dwellers across the
country were fleeing to the suburbs, Portland was in the
throes of a grassroots movement to pivot away from car
culture and toward the city’s people. A freeway separating
downtown and the Willamette River, then known as
Harbor Drive, was facing expansion. Property owners had
proposed parking structures to replace historic buildings.
The people rebelled.
In response, city leaders and
residents came together to set a
vision for a growing downtown
Portland. The result was the 1972
Portland Downtown Plan.
A medley of maps, urban planning policies, hopes, and dreams,
the published plan envisioned a
bustling metropolis filled with
pedestrians and a web of transit,
restaurants, shops, and hotels
bringing visitors and workers
together in a space centered
around the city’s living room,
Pioneer Courthouse Square.

The plan also carved out a role
for Portland State, not as a collection of buildings, but as a full
civic partner and driving force of
innovation that would benefit the
city in the decades to come.
Fifty years later, the plan is,
in many ways, a success story,
responsible for shaping some
of downtown Portland’s most
beloved features. It’s also a lesson
in the unintended consequences
of developing a burgeoning
mecca—and a reminder of vital
work still left to be done.
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CIT Y OF PORTL AND ARCHIVES

Where Harbor Drive once stood (left), the
plan envisioned a thriving, waterfront park
easily accessed from downtown (right).

A CITY
REIMAGINED

Instead of the traditional top-down
approach, where city planners rely on
existing zoning guidelines to decide what
can be built, the plan sought to define what
“The Downtown Plan is an opportunity
types of uses the people wanted, and then
for the citizens of Portland to say: Let’s
alter zoning and other regulations to fit.
first decide how we want to use our downFor these concerned stakeholders—urban
town, and then determine what tools are
planners and community activists alike—
necessary to achieve our land-use decisions.”
the focus was on design elements that
With this guiding statement, the creators
make a city life enjoyable.
of the 1972 plan sought to create a new,
“It was really a very democratic approach
more cohesive framework for how the city
to planning,” says Ethan Seltzer, emeritus
approached downtown development.
professor in the Toulan School of Urban
Studies and Planning.
The result was a plan focused far less on
moving cars efficiently into and out of the
city and more on supporting and enriching
time spent within the city. Goals included
increasing low- and middle-income
housing units downtown, favoring public
transportation over private vehicles, and
prioritizing and facilitating public access to
the riverfront.
“It was such an important plan for
Portland in a lot of things that we take
for granted,” says Seltzer. “Having Pioneer
[Courthouse] Square, having a Transit
Mall, having a park along the river, having
active uses on the ground floors of buildings, privileging pedestrian movement over
automobile movement. All these things
that we now just assume always were true

“All these things that
we now just assume
always were true in
Portland, were not
true back in the 1970s.
This plan laid the
groundwork for a lot of
that to happen.”
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in Portland, were not true back in the
1970s. This plan laid the groundwork for a
lot of that to happen.”
Perhaps most noticeable was the plan’s
focus on public transportation.
“The transit in the region was very
limited until 1969,” says Sy Adler, interim
dean of the College of Urban and Public
Affairs. “And the transit that was provided
was done by private companies.”
Portland committed not only to improving the supply of public transit services,
but to expanding those services in a way
that would provide a real alternative to
automobiles.
The Portland Transit Mall—spanning
nearly 60 blocks along 5th and 6th
Avenues—and a limit on downtown
parking spaces were both born from this
commitment, as well as a desire to improve
air quality and limit vehicles’ contribution
to pollution. A renewed focus on the
pedestrian experience led to rules encouraging windows on the ground level of
commercial buildings to “create a more fun,
pleasant, engaging experience for people on
the street,” Adler says.
In the years that followed the plan’s
adoption, as ideas and concepts slowly
became reality, Seltzer says Portland’s core
became an “international icon for central-city recovery.”

A Lasting Legacy
Fifty years after its adoption, you can thank the 1972 Downtown
Plan for many of Portland’s iconic features and landmarks. Here
are just some of the impacts prescribed in or made possible by
the landmark document.

1. MULTNOMAH COUNTY LIBRARY

2. PIONEER COURTHOUSE SQUARE

Although the library building was constructed
in 1913, the Downtown Plan called for a
complete restoration. It doubled the available
public space with a new children’s library and
commissioned art to emphasize the library’s
Georgian revival theme.

Built on the site of a former parking garage,
Pioneer Courthouse Square was a pivotal
development project. The 40,000 square-foot
plaza is lovingly called “Portland’s Living
Room” because of its role as a gathering
space for events and activities.

3. TRANSIT MALL

4. 1000 BROADWAY BUILDING

CIT Y OF PORTL AND ARCHIVES
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1
Two streets were designated for bus and
pedestrian transportation, leading to what
Portland now knows as the Transit Mall, hosting
the MAX light-rail system and connecting
multiple bus lines to the broader city.

Known for its rose-colored windows and
towering 15 stories tall, the 1000 Broadway
Building was designed to host an underground
theater, street-level retail space, and office
space. The building provided a mixed-use space
in line with the plan’s strategy—and changed
Portland’s skyline forever.

2

3

4
5

5. THE PORTLAND BUILDING

6. MCCORMICK PIER

7. TOM MCCALL WATERFRONT PARK

The Portland Building was completed in 1982
to international fanfare and lauded as the
first post-modern office tower. Designed by
Michael Graves as part of a city-sponsored
competition, the building fulfills the
Downtown Plan’s goal to develop office
space near government buildings.

Once the Downtown Plan was adopted, the
McCormick Pier apartment complex took the
title of first riverfront housing in downtown
Portland. The 1981 complex boasted 304
units, a marina, and solar panels.

With the Harbor Drive freeway out of the way, the
city’s waterfront was available for redesign. The
Tom McCall Waterfront Park stretches the length
of downtown Portland and regularly hosts events,
markets, and stunning cherry blossom trees.

AN URBAN
UNIVERSITY
The Downtown Plan also envisioned
a future role for the rapidly expanding
PSU, designating it for the first time as
the state’s “urban university.”
“By this phrase we intend to imply far
more than a fact of location,” the plan
states. “We believe that PSU and the
city should be consciously aware of, take
advantage of, and in fact emphasize
their impact on each other.”
At the time, it was validation for the
role the university was still growing
into from its beginnings as the Vanport
Extension Center in 1946, then as
Portland State College (PSC) in 1955,
and on to Portland State University in
1969.
Over the years, PSU’s transformation
had been met with opposition from
other institutions that saw the growth
as competition for resources, students,
and public support, Seltzer says.
“To the other universities, Portland State was supposed simply to
offer courses that students could then apply to majors and degrees
at those other institutions,” he says. “To a large degree, PSC was
expected to disappear, as the demand from returning GIs inevitably would wane. However, Portland State evolved in precisely
the opposite direction, likely in direct proportion to the lack of
adequate higher education opportunities in Oregon’s largest and
most densely settled urban center.”
Framers of the plan envisioned a university integrated into
the city’s public and civic life with goals not dissimilar to the

university’s modern mission: Let
Knowledge Serve the City.
The subcommittee recommended that Portland State be
considered a neighborhood of
downtown, rather than a separate
entity, so that issues of housing,
transportation, and other services
of community interest could be
addressed in an integrated way. It’s
this consideration that informs the
university’s relationship with the
surrounding community today.
In fact, Portland State’s reach
as an urban institution spans past
its physical structures into all parts
of the region, argues Jennifer Dill,
director of PSU’s Transportation
Research and Education Center.
For example, both faculty and
students have partnered with the
city and the Portland Bureau of
Transportation over the years to evaluate transportation proposals
and consider ways to make the city more accessible.
Dill points to the city’s first protected bike lane, which is on
Broadway Avenue and travels through campus, as one successful
collaboration.
“I think it’s very meaningful,” Dill says of the partnership. “We
did the evaluation of that and were able to show that it did not
delay motor vehicle traffic and that there were benefits to people
cycling through there.”

Framers of the plan
envisioned a university
integrated into the city’s
public and civic life with
goals not dissimilar to
the university’s modern
mission: Let Knowledge
Serve the City.
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The Downtown Plan
helped define Portland
State’s role as an urban
university by encouraging
collaboration and
emphasizing service
to the city. In the years
since, the university
has expanded and more
deeply integrated into the
community around it.

Students had the opportunity to offer constructive ideas to
improve the design. “They get incredible experience in terms of
hands-on engagement, learning, research, practical skills, and
everything else,” she adds. “And then the community benefits from
the outcomes.”
Portland State has also had success offering services directly to
city residents, including the dental hygiene program, a partnership with Portland Community College, hosted in the Vanport

Building. The program operates a clinic providing low-cost dental
care to community members, while giving its students a chance to
practice skills.
“They’ve been there for over a year and a half already,” says Jose
Coll, dean of the School of Social Work and interim dean of the
College of Education. “It’s really remarkable to see the service
that they’re providing and to see the community come into the
Vanport Building to get services from the students.”
FALL 202 2 //
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Visions of the Future
What does an urban university look like 50 years from now?
Three PSU faculty share their vision for how the relationship
between Portland and Portland State could continue to evolve
into the future.
Marisa Zapata
Director, Homelessness Research & Action
Collaborative (HRAC)
Options for immediate impacts looking forward are clear for
Zapata. Take hygiene, a need for students and the community alike.
Building on research from HRAC and the Center for Public Interest
Design, she suggests building an urban rest area that can meet the
needs of PSU’s students, staff, and people experiencing homelessness. “We could build it and then commit the resources to keeping
it operational, clean, and usable by all people. And we could build
it in our Urban Plaza, where everyone can see it. That’s some real
low-hanging fruit.”

Jennifer Dill
Director, Transportation Research and
Education Center
As the availability of electric vehicles and autonomous vehicle
technology progresses, Dill suggests exploring opportunities to
allow new sustainable tech to operate safely. Rethinking curb
space, for example, could open up a whole new lane of options (pun
intended). “Instead of just parking cars for two hours at a time, are
there opportunities where we don’t need to park our cars because
they’re autonomous? Thinking about how these different technologies in the long-term could change how we think about using road
space—while still putting people first and in an equitable way—is
going to be key to it all.”

Jose Coll
Dean, School of Social Work; Interim Dean,
College of Education
For Coll, embracing PSU’s role as an urban institution means working collaboratively rather than as an independent entity. One way to
achieve this might be to let knowledge serve the city—literally—with
dual appointments for faculty with the city and PSU. “If I have a
faculty member whose area of research is on homelessness, a
percentage of their [work time] will actually be with the city, so they
become consultants. We have remarkable, talented faculty that have
to be embedded in the metro region: within the county commission's
office, the mayor's office, Oregon Health Authority, the Department of
Education, etc. I think that's a remarkable way for us to truly embody
and embrace our model and let knowledge serve the city.”
26
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Another outreach program, the
PSU Community Counseling Clinic,
operated by the College of Education,
reopened this fall to offer counseling
sessions to the community after closing down as a result of the COVID-19
pandemic. The clinic provides low-cost
counseling to anyone who needs it—
and like the dental clinic in Vanport, a
chance for PSU students to earn hours
toward their training.
“In order for us to really maintain
that designation as an urban institution, we really need to think about the
relationship between PSU and the city
around it,” says Coll. “We need to be
a true partner with the city to address
some of the more critical aspects that
we’re seeing on a daily basis: housing,
affordability, homelessness, substance
use and abuse, mental health.”
Marisa Zapata, director of PSU’s
Homelessness Research & Action
Collaborative, would love to see the
university take an even stronger lead
on many of these problems.
As one of the largest landholders
and employers downtown, it’s impossible to talk about Portland State and
downtown Portland separately,
argues Zapata.
“Are we an action university? Are we
merely creators of research that we put
out into the universe?” Zapata asks. “I
would love to see Portland State taking
a more active role in planning downtown, and there are a lot of faculty
who wish their research would be used
more to inform public policy.”
Affordable housing, for example, a
goal of the 1972 Downtown Plan,
continues to be a vexing need today. A
2020 report from the Homelessness
Research & Action Collaborative
showed that 44.6% of PSU students
experienced housing insecurity in the
12 months prior, 16.1% experienced
homelessness in the same time frame,
and 47% experienced food insecurity
in the 30 days prior to completing
the survey.
Zapata sees opportunity in those
stark numbers.
“How do we as an institution show
that leadership? Fifty years from now,
we can have created a national model
for meeting students’ basic needs,
supporting them, and bringing faculty

RICHARD ENGEMAN, OREG. HIST. SOC. RESE ARCH LIBR., BA015681
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and staff together in a way that is elevated beyond a residential
college system,” Zapata says. “PSU can’t take a stand in those
conversations if we’re not also willing to say what we’re willing
to contribute and do. What we do right now around the housing
crisis and around homelessness is going to set up how we’re
going to be leaders in that conversation.”

THE NEXT 50 YEARS
These discussions around land use, transportation, and environmental impact aren’t new. They’re the same conversations Adler
and other urban planners have had since the 1970s when the
Downtown Plan was being conceived.
Adler, for one, believes the upcoming generation of planners,
advocates, and environmentalists are more than prepared for
the task.
“We are equipping them—and inspiring them—to keep on
addressing these issues,” Adler says. Many of them have grown
up in the face of the unintended consequences of many ideas
that the original plan embraced—unintended consequences
that will need to be addressed if PSU intends to embody its role
envisioned by urban planners decades ago.
“There’s been an enormous amount of gentrification and
replacement of individuals of color from their communities,” Coll
says. “As we continue to think about our city and the changes and
growth pains that our city has, it’s important for us to simultaneously include those voices and hear and understand the impact
that any urban plan could have on multiple communities.”
“Cities are never done, right? They’re not like cakes where we
take all the ingredients from the oven and it’s just—cake,” Seltzer
says. “Cities are constantly in a state of change. What’s that next
generation of change?”

Once a parking garage (top left), Pioneer
Courthouse Square now hosts events and
functions as a vital gathering space for the
community.

FALL 202 2 //

27

28

// P O R T L AND S TAT E MAG A ZINE

CAMP LIFE

For 50 years, PSU students
have been making summer
camp a reality for those with
developmental disabilities—
and taking away lifelong
lessons on what it means to
be present.

by Jack Heffernan
Photos by Edis Jurcys

Every summer, Allan Cushing looks forward to receiving a specific instruction from an unmistakable voice.
Years ago, while working as a counselor at Mt.
Hood Kiwanis Camp, a summer program for people
with developmental disabilities, Cushing bonded
with a camper, Dave, who has a penchant for Arnold
Schwarzenegger impressions.
The moment Dave arrived at camp, Cushing knew he
would hear, “Put that cookie down, now!” a line from
Schwarzenegger’s 1996 movie “Jingle All the Way.”
“It just brings a smile to my face, and I can’t help
but always run up to him and give him a big hug and
remember all of the fun we’ve had together,” said
Cushing, now operations director for the camp.
For one week each summer, campers of all ages
spend time at the 22-acre nonprofit camp in Mt. Hood
National Forest swimming, hiking, riding horses,
fishing, climbing, ziplining, canoeing, singing, and
more. Lack of accessibility makes experiences like
these less common for people
with disabilities, even at large
amusement parks.
“We like to say that this is like
their Disneyland,” Cushing said.
But like Disneyland, it’s an
experience that takes many
hands to pull off—a challenge
thousands of PSU students
have stepped up to over
the years.

LEFT: A Mt. Hood Kiwanis camper rides a
horse with the help of camp staff.
RIGHT: Camper “Captain” Matthew Stone
performs Rachel Platten’s “Fight Song”
during a karaoke session in July.
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PORTLAND STATE’S connection to Mt.
Hood Kiwanis Camp stretches back 50 years,
when students first began working at the
camp. In 1995, the two officially partnered to
create one of the university’s first senior-year
capstone courses. Seniors who sign up for the
course train to serve as counselors at
the camp.
It’s an opportunity to put what they’ve
learned in class to real-world use while
spending one-on-one time with a population
that often gets overlooked. Over the years,
more than 5,000 students have completed
the course.
“If you have 5,000 students doing something, the word of mouth is the strongest
selling point,” said former PSU Capstone
Coordinator Ann
Fullerton, who has
been connected to the
camp for 54 years.
FULLERTON first
heard about Mt.
Hood Kiwanis Camp
while working for
the now-shuttered
Fairview Training
Center in Salem, a
state facility for those
with developmental
disabilities. At that
time, in the 1960s,
the camp represented
the sole week out of
the year that many
residents left the
facility.
The university’s
partnership with the
camp began just as
the field of special
education itself began
to widen, thanks to
landmark court decisions along with legislation like the Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 1974.
“The two have kind of grown together,”
Fullerton said.
But while resources for those with developmental disabilities have expanded in the
decades since, stigmas, though dwindled,
have remained. The partnership with PSU
offers a bridge between the campers’ world
and the rest of the community.
“They’re getting that experience with
people who, out on the street, might never
talk to them,” Fullerton said. “It’s just me and
my camper and we have all this time to get
to know each other.”
One classic way of coaxing campers out
of their protective shells: karaoke. Late
one morning in July, a group of campers,
called the “adventure group,” opted to rest
around the campfire following a flurry of
30
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activity. Perhaps in preparation for the dance
scheduled that night, the group decided on a
karaoke session.
One of the campers, “Captain” Matthew
Stone, leapt at the opportunity, performing
Rachel Platten’s “Fight Song.” Whenever the
phrase “fight song” came around, he would
wave his hands and kick his feet.
“[Outside of camp], they’re looked at and
they’re stared at, and they’re made fun of,”
Cushing said.“They get to come [to camp]
and they get to be themselves. They don’t feel
like they’re different. They feel like they’re
one of everybody.”
The sense of connection and acceptance
that grows between campers and their
counselors is part of what makes the

experience so profound, and why many onetime counselors have returned over the years
to serve in new roles.
“Those connections don’t just stop with
that person that we might’ve been paired
with as counselors or that we’ve met along
the way,” Cushing said. “It really starts to
trickle into families and friends and caregivers, and this network keeps growing into this
huge family.” Sometimes literally. Cushing
helped convinced one camper’s sister to
become a physician for the camp.
THE PARTNERSHIP with PSU’s capstone

program allows the camp to offer a roughly
1:1 counselor-to-camper ratio for the
typical 500 campers who attend each year.
In addition, a staff of about 50 with special
education experience trains and mentors
the camp counselors. Each week, the camp
places campers in groups of eight to 10, with

at least one counselor per camper plus two
staffers per group.
“You need that level of support to make
this outdoor experience possible,”
Fullerton said.
The hands-on assistance with daily
activities can be the most important—and
challenging—aspect of the day for counselors.
“There’s lots of really fun and funny things
and great memories. But there’s also a lot of
really hard, challenging things as well, and I
guess that’s where the depth of connections
come from,” said Nathalie Wollman ’10, the
course instructor for the capstone class and a
former counselor.
The camp’s pool is one area where the
availability of counselors and staff is crucial.
Heated to 90 degrees
to allow muscles
to relax, the pool is
a popular spot for
campers to swim, play
volleyball, or just
lounge. For those
who use wheelchairs,
the pool has a waterproof chair, allowing
counselors and staff
to wheel the camper
down a lengthy ramp
and transfer them to a
noodle.
Christina Morrison, a camp counselor
this past summer, is
completing her social
work degree and
capstone project at
PSU. She said that
the biggest challenge
for her and other
social workers, who
are natural “helpers,”
is allowing the
campers to fully decide for themselves what
they would like to do in a given moment.
“They’re really able to do things if you let
them. The only disability is not having the
opportunity,” Morrison said. “It’s just opened
me up to listening to them more instead
of myself.”
At other times, counselors may need to
give campers the extra push to attempt a
new challenge.
Megan Atkinson ’19, a former counselor
who returned this year to lifeguard, recalled
a camper in 2019 who was hesitant to use
a canoe. But once he saw others hitting the
water, he decided to give it a try.
“We didn’t go far, but it was to his comfort
zone,” Atkinson said.
ABOVE: Counselors spend one-on-one time
with their campers throughout the week.
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THIS PAGE: During their weeklong stay,
campers spend time hiking and exploring
activities like ziplining and canoeing in a
supportive environment.

“They’re getting that
experience with people
who, out on the street,
might never talk to
them. It’s just me and my
camper and we have all
this time to get to know
each other.”
FALL 202 2 //

31

Before completing her capstone course at the
camp in 2018, Atkinson had little experience
interacting with those with disabilities. “At first
I was very hesitant,” Atkinson said. “In the first
couple of days, all of that went away.”
ACROSS THE eight total weeks of camp,
each student selects two weeks to serve as a
counselor, working with different age groups
each week.
The capstone course begins in spring with
a daylong orientation. Students then read a
handbook and articles about those with disabilities, and complete online modules for skills
such as communicating with those who use
visual communication systems or transferring
someone from a wheelchair to a canoe. Finally,
students craft a pre-camp paper.
At the start of their two-week session,
counselors complete an additional weekend of
training with staff and counselors before campers arrive. They learn about the campers they
will be working with as well as the questions
they will want to ask parents and caretakers.
“Being a counselor is the hardest job in
camp by far,” Wollman said. “My job [once the
instruction phase has finished] is to be their
support and their cheerleader. You need a lot
of support and love up here, and that’s my
mission.”
Every night, once the campers go to bed,
counselors and counselor supervisors meet to
debrief about what went well that day, what
didn’t go well, and what they will need to do
the next day.
Once the two weeks finish, students write a
final reflection paper.
The course is atypical compared with others
on campus, Fullerton said. “We get to a quality
course in a different way.”
Students are evaluated based on their
personal goals and not a defined set of
performance expectations, which Fullerton
said eases the pressure.
“There is not a single person who isn’t
challenged by this. By the end of the two
weeks, they’re like, ‘I’ve got this. I can do this,
and I’m extremely proud of myself for what I
have done.’”
WHILE THE average PSU capstone course

has about 15 students, the Mt. Hood Kiwanis
Camp course can range from 130 to 160
students and regularly receives positive course
evaluations.
For many, the experience is epiphanous,
according to a study Fullerton co-authored,
called A Grateful Recollecting: A Qualitative Study of the Long-Term Impact of
Service-Learning on Graduates, published by
(FROM TOP) Megan Atkinson ’19, lifeguard and
former counselor; Allan Cushing, operations
director; Susie-Jo Miyanaga ’17, staffer and former
counselor; Nathalie Wollmann ’10, PSU on-site
instructor and former counselor.

The Journal of Higher Education Outreach
and Engagement in 2015.
The study, which features interviews with
20 graduates of the Mt. Hood Kiwanis
Camp capstone course who had completed
the course within the previous two decades,
explores “whether and in what ways graduates
continued to experience impacts from the
course.”
Interviewees said they realized upon
reflection that they had not previously considered people with disabilities to be akin to
themselves. “This realization, painful as it was
for many of the respondents, was also cited as
deeply meaningful for their ongoing personal
and professional growth post-college,” the
study reads.
Many also noted that they initially took
the course because it seemed easy and fun.
Instead, they found that the more difficult
aspects of the experience—like learning to
slow down their pace of activity and not
be tempted to multitask—were the most
enlightening.
These lessons were pivotal as counselors
attempted to connect with their camper and
interpret the subtleties of their needs.
“Profound engagement with their own
fear and discomfort around difference, and
the ways that engagement opened them up
as human beings, allowed them to develop
capacities they didn’t know they had,” the
study reads. “The epiphany: being present and
patient.”
In total, 17 of the 20 interviewees described
key ways in which their perspectives and
skills had changed
from the course.
The most common
takeaway was greater
understanding and
appreciation of
human diversity,
followed by nonjudgmental acceptance
that human variation
is typical, rather than
atypical; enhanced
communication skills;
newfound maturity;
and gratitude leading
to a desire to serve.
“Researchers found
it striking that the
graduates were able to
look back years later
and readily identify
and fully describe
specific moments
during the course
where they learned
something of value
to them and, more
importantly, easily

The pool is a place for campers to swim, play
volleyball, or just lounge. It’s heated and features
a waterproof wheelchair and ramp.
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link that to their current approach to life and human interaction,”
the study reads. “It’s as if a brief but powerful learning experience
expanded into something much broader and more significant over
the course of time.”
“It’s hard to describe if you’ve never been here, but it is my
favorite place in the world,” said Susie-Jo Miyanaga ’17, a camp
staffer. “I can just be myself here.”
Miyanaga started as a counselor in 2016 for her PSU capstone
project, unsure about what kind of career she wished to pursue.
Recently, she accepted a position as a resource teacher at a school
in Portland, where she will provide small group instruction for
students with special needs.
For her, the camp experience was the tipping point. “I just fell in
love. I knew this is what I wanted to do,” she said.
For Wollman, following her first camp experience as a counselor
in 2009, speaking with others about those with disabilities required
patience, as her perception had changed.
“There’s no place like camp, where love and vulnerability are the
root of the experience,” Wollman said, smiling, as tears welled up.
“That one hits me in my heart,” she said after a brief break.
“The level of community and unwavering love we feel at camp is
addicting.”
To learn more about Mt. Hood Kiwanis Camp, go to hhkc.org.
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The biggest challenge for social
workers, who are natural “helpers,” is
allowing the campers to fully decide for
themselves what they would like to do
in a given moment.

Like much of the rest of the world, Mt. Hood
Kiwanis Camp is still recovering from the
impact of a pandemic.
Camp was canceled in 2020 due to
COVID-19. Instead, campers received a “camp
in a box,” which included a tie-dye T-shirt, art
project, list of activities, and supplemental
videos. The camp also held live virtual events.
In 2021, the camp reopened, but state
restrictions limited capacity to 120 campers.
The ongoing pandemic also prevented PSU
students from returning as counselors. “It
was amazing to see how much the [campers]
missed that connection and the joy that a
counselor brings them,” Cushing said.
This year, the camp welcomed 300
campers, still short of the normal capacity
due to staffing shortages and the need for
caution. The camp is eager to keep raising
capacity in coming summers, as the camper
wait list alone can reach 200. For that, said
Cushing, the PSU partnership is especially
crucial.
“It is the most amazing partnership I
have ever seen between two organizations,”
Cushing said. “We want to ensure this camp
is here for another 90, 100, 200 years.”
FALL 202 2 //
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Alumni Life
Students congratulate principal
Aubrey Flowers (center)
following the surprise award
announcement.

TEACHING THROUGH
TROUBLED TIMES
Flexible, creative leadership earns PSU
grad a Milken Educator Award
AUBREY FLOWERS’ tenure as a school principal in Tulsa,

Oklahoma, has been anything but typical.
Since making the jump from classroom teacher to principal in
2017, Flowers ’03 has had to navigate the challenge of renaming the
school—then Robert E. Lee Elementary—in the aftermath of violent
white supremacist protests in Charlottesville, Virginia, a process that
took three tries to get right. What else? A statewide teacher walkout,
a 100-year flooding event, and a global pandemic.
She embraced each change, uncertainty, and challenge that came
with the new role.
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The leadership she displayed through it all earned
her the Milken Educator
Award earlier this year. The
program, considered the
Oscars of teaching, recognizes top educators across
the country and comes with
a $25,000 cash prize.
“Aubrey demonstrates
unwavering respect for every
child in her care,” Oklahoma’s
public schools superintendent
Joy Hofmeister said. “As
an innovative leader who
inspires and empowers her
teachers to meet the individual learning needs of each
student, she nurtures a school
culture centered on creativity,
patience, and growth.”
Flowers, who graduated
from Portland State with
a bachelor’s degree in
social science and minor
in elementary education,
says she proudly wears two
hats: school principal and
mom. By day, she leads a
building of 500 families. At
night, she’s a mom to five
kids from toddler to tween.
But in March 2020, when
schools suddenly transitioned
to distance learning in response to COVID-19, the line between her
work and home life became more blurred than ever.
“I got to sit in the seat of what our parents were trying to go
through, and it was a mess,” she said, recalling constant interruptions,
WiFi crashes, and teachers’ best intentions for their classes not going
to plan. “At that point, our focus was just on staying connected … and
making sure that, in the unknown, all of our families were safe and
had what they needed.”
When she was tasked with coming up with three plans for the
start of the 2020-21 school year—a continuation of remote learning,
a return to in-person classes, or a hybrid of the two—Flowers knew
that small learning groups would be key.
“It took some real creativity and flexibility on the part of my team,
in addition to some major trust,” she said.
With input from teachers and parents, a plan took shape. Teachers
were reassigned to grade-level teams, each teaching one subject across
two grades. At the start of each week, families received recorded
daily lessons for each subject. For 45 minutes each Monday, Tuesday,

From left: Oklahoma Superintendent of Public Instruction Joy Hofmeister; Aubrey Flowers;
and Greg Gallagher, senior program director for the Milken Educator Awards.

ANNEMARIE BAIN
COURTESY DOUGL AS SOESBE

completed their hardest but most beneficial year. The data shows their students are
academically in a much stronger place than
their peers.
“Because teachers were navigating both
grade levels, they were shifting in the
moment,” she said. “They knew where the
kiddos needed to be, but they also knew
where the kiddos were, and they were
making those moves really intentionally.”
Flowers credits her teachers for jumping
all-in on her crazy idea.
“The work that we magically made
happen during COVID, it might have
started in my kitchen, but it grew and
became what it was because of the team
that I work with,” she said. “We’ve been
seeing the benefits of it every day since.”
Winning the Milken Educator Award
came as a complete surprise to her—there
is no formal nomination or application
process—but she says it’s pushed her to
think even more boldly.
“I feel so grateful for the award and my
experiences thus far, yet I’m not done and
I’m hungry,” she said. “What’s next? That’s
what inspires me, what drives me. The
award helped me to pause for a moment
and realize that that just happened. But
now it’s game on and that makes me really
excited—nervous, but really excited.”
—CRISTINA ROJAS

PHOTOS FROM MILKEN FAMILY FOUNDATION

Thursday, and Friday, grade-level groups
of no more than five kids met with their
teacher for personalized practice during
a scheduled time—the only time-specific
commitment they had.
“The first few minutes and the last few
minutes of each Zoom was completely
focused on their emotional and social
well-being,” Flowers said. “It was not going
to be a skill-and-drill for 45 minutes. It was
‘How are you? How are your friends? Let’s
check in,’ and then they rolled into practicing the skills that we knew they needed
foundationally. … Teachers would use that
small group meeting to do some informal
assessment to see how a lesson was going
and whether they needed to slow down or
try a different approach.”
Teachers also hosted daily drop-in
hours for kids to ask any questions, get
additional help, or simply pop in and chat
if they were home alone. Students had
access to the daily lessons and activities
24 hours a day and could complete their
independent work at their own pace with
the expectation that the week’s work was
due by 11:59 p.m. on Sunday. The school
helped by mapping out a recommended
daily schedule for each grade that included
lunchtime and “brain breaks.”
By all accounts, it was successful. Parents
praised the flexible schedule and teachers

COURTESY PEGGY SHIVERS

HIGHLIGHTS

“What’s next? That’s what
inspires me, what drives me.”

Peggy (Houston)
Shivers ’60,
philanthropist and
soprano, was celebrated
in June at the Colorado
College Summer Music
Festival with An Evening
of Song in Honor of
Peggy Shivers. With her
late husband, artist and
Tuskegee airman pilot
Lt. Col. Clarence Shivers,
she created the Shivers
Fund and Concert Series (shiversfund.com), as well
as the Shivers African American Historical and Cultural
Collection at Colorado’s Pikes Peak Library District. The
Shivers Fund Concert Series encourages young people
to participate in and enjoy the classical arts by offering
performance opportunities, workshops, and scholarships.
Shivers was also honored with the inaugural Excellence
in Art and Culture Trustee Award by the El Pomar
Foundation in 2021.
Kelley Nassief ’89
has been selected to
lead the Portland State
Opera program after
a 16-month national
search. Nassief
succeeds Christine
Meadows ’83, who
retired in 2021. After
earning her bachelor’s
degree in music
performance from PSU,
studying under Ruth
Dobson and Bruce Browne, Nassief earned a master’s
degree in vocal pedagogy at Westminster Choir College.
She has performed in dozens of operatic and vocal
roles at companies worldwide, including the New York
Philharmonic, Los Angeles Philharmonic, Lyric Opera
of Chicago, and L’Orchestre de Paris. Her teaching
experience includes more than 10 years at Adelphi, Stony
Brook University and Hofstra University. She has been
an adjunct instructor at PSU’s School of Music & Theater
since 2021.
Douglas Soesbe ’71 MA
’76 wrote a screenplay,
Tender Outcast, that
was selected as one
of 10 finalists in a
screenplay competition
run by Francis Ford
Coppola and his
company, Zoetrope. The
competition included
2,000 entries. Soesbe
retired in 2019 after 42
years with Universal
Pictures. As a story analyst, he reviewed prospective
material and was a liaison between screenwriters and
the studio. He was involved in movies like the Forty-YearOld Virgin, Knocked Up, Mama Mia, and Meet the Parents.
He also maintained a writing career with five produced
films, including Boulevard, one of Robin Williams’ final
on-screen performances.
FALL 202 2 //

35

ALUMNI IN THE NEWS
Sarah Branson ’83 has released her debut novel,
A Merry Life: Book One of Pirates of New Earth. Set
in the 24th century, it follows the adventures of Kat
Wallace, a young woman who escapes enslavement
to find a home on an island nation of pirates.
State economist Josh
Lehner MS ’08 with
wife Kalin Lehner.

Cynthia Carmina Gomez ’00 MS ’01 MFA ’20;
Lauren Hobson MFA ’19; Katie Borak MFA ’19;
Karleigh Frisbie Brogan ’14, MFA ’19; Joshua
James Amberson MFA ’18; and Mike Schepps MFA
’19 serve on the editorial board for a new literary
journal, Kithe.
Shawn Duffy MBA ’09, in February, became the
director of data analytics with Baleen Data. The new
branded division of Geffen Mesher helps businesses
manage data.
Janina M. Fuller MS ’04 recently released a book
titled, The Gecko in the Bathtub: Encounters with
Marvelous Creatures.
Urvasi Graham MS ’18 is an infant and early
childhood mental health consultant through Child
Care Aware of Northwest Washington’s Holding
Hope Program and the Opportunity Council in
Bellingham, Washington. She’s also a co-chair of
the Child Wellbeing Task Force for her county, while
growing her private practice, Urvasi Graham Infant
Family Specialist Consulting.
Bob Hormel ’62 recently made a $1 million estate
gift commitment to Portland State aimed at
providing scholarships for accounting students who
have dependent children living at home.
Bridget Keaveney ’19 was named the Norman Y.
Mineta Fellow with the Japanese American Citizens
League. The fellowship includes advocacy at the
federal policy level through the National JACL office
in Washington, D.C.
Susan E. Marcus MS ’00 MBA ’01 PhD ’04 joined
Mercy Corps Northwest in June as the Oregon
Women’s Business Center & Education Manager.
She oversees education and technical assistance
in support of regional small business enterprises
in Oregon and Washington, with an emphasis
on women and other historically underserved
community members.
Staci Martin EdD ’18 co-edited Global South
Scholars in the Western Academy: Harnessing
Unique Experiences, Knowledges, and Positionality
in the Third Space. The book explores personal,
professional, and cultural belonging in the context
of the Global North and South. Martin is an assistant
professor in the PSU School of Social Work.
Alyssa Elting McGuire ’03 MA ’18 is the founder
and co-owner of Oregon Care Home Consulting &
Training, which received the 2020 Spark Award for
Oregon from the Better Business Bureau and was a
finalist for its Torch Award in 2019.
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BREAKING DOWN
THE NUMBERS
Curious about Oregon’s economy? Look no further than the Office of Economic
Analysis’ weekly blog (oregoneconomicanalysis.com), where Josh Lehner MS ’08 shares
insights that are both engaging and informative, covering everything from tech talent to
marijuana sales.
As a state economist, Lehner helps provide forecasts on the economy, revenue, and
population to the governor, legislature, and other policymakers. He says Portland State
offered him the program and flexibility he needed to further his skills and get the type of
job and career he wanted—so much so that he landed his current job before graduating.
“The combination of the technical skills I learned taking the econometrics courses and
the capstone research project I did have been the most valuable to me,” he says. “Without
them, I wouldn’t be in the position that I am.”
Portland State Magazine recently caught up with Lehner to ask about his work with
the blog and the challenge of striking the right balance in tone and subject matter,
especially in uncertain financial times.

What was the impetus behind starting the blog?
Our office has conducted economic research since its formation in the early 1980s. For
most of that time, the research has been published in our quarterly forecast document.
We realize that the forecast is a thick report that many people don’t have the time to
read all the way through. The blog was just another way to publish our research and
communicate in a more modern and timely way. Plus the blog is more informal. I can
focus on a smaller, hopefully interesting piece of the bigger picture without trying to tie
everything together.

How do you decide what to write each week?
Mostly it’s a combination of current events and questions that our advisors and
policymakers ask. I also have a list of research ideas I keep based on the articles and
papers I read, and conversations I have. If there isn’t anything pressing or particularly
noteworthy in the most recent data, I pull from that list of ideas. The goal is to just keep
trying to learn something new about Oregon’s economy.

How do you balance making the updates both informative for
folks who closely follow the economy and understandable to
the general public?
A big part of our office’s role is communicating with policymakers and the public. It’s
something we are always trying to get better at. The biggest challenge is getting away
from technical terms, acronyms, and economic jargon that can be confusing to those

“The best news here is that the
economy spends many more years in
expansion than it does in recession.”
not used to the terms. But I find most people understand the concepts pretty easily,
so the goal is to make sure you don’t lose them along the way. I also work hard to
improve our charts and graphs so that they are easier to read and understand.

ALUMNI IN THE NEWS
(CONTINUED)
Bess Pallares MS ’16 has joined Portland-based
comics publisher Oni Press as an editor.
William Pittman MA ‘01 was chosen by the U.S.
Department of State for the English Language Fellow
Program, in which he will spend 10 months teaching at
the State University of Malang in Indonesia.

How do you deliver bad news about the economy without
creating panic?

Kerry Politzer ’14 MA ’17 is scheduled to release
a quintet jazz album, In a Heartbeat, on October
21. The album features her own compositions and
arrangements.

It’s hard. We’re trying to do that right now in terms of talking about high
inflation and the Federal Reserve raising interest rates. Historically it’s not a good
combination, but it’s also not yet time to panic. I guess the best news here is that the
economy spends many more years in expansion than it does in recession. Good news
is more common than bad for that reason alone.

Amy Hwang Powers ’02 was named co-executive
director of programs for the Asian Pacific American
Network of Oregon (APANO) in February. Powers also
volunteers as a board member of the Korean American
Coalition of Oregon.

How do you frame your messages so readers feel educated and
empowered rather than just discouraged?

Kevin Rahardjo ’16 MM ’18 earned a Doctor of Musical
Arts degree from the University of Miami.

This is something I don’t actively try to do. I’m just really excited about data, the
economy, and research in general. I think some of that excitement and enthusiasm
comes across in my writing. Or at least I hope so.

Lydia Sheehey ’16 MEd ’17, a former high school
teacher in Portland and Ecuador, is the new equity,
diversity, and inclusion coordinator for PSU’s College
of Education. This new position is student-focused,
building on current support systems to create new
communication channels to help students.

Which economic trends pique your interest the most?
In economics, we tend to focus on big-picture changes in employment, income,
migration, housing, and the like. Obviously those are all very important. But to me,
what is most interesting is being able to really dig into the census data and explore
these topics further. In particular, looking at how those issues differ across regions of
the state, different racial and ethnic groups, and different age cohorts is fascinating.
—CRISTINA ROJAS

Jeongmi Yoon MM ’13 earned a Doctor of Musical Arts
degree from the University of North Texas.

Recent tidbits from the Office of Economic
Analysis on the state’s financial health.

5.4%

19%

13,000

1.7

New construction workers needed to
address Oregon’s housing shortage

Scott Sutton ’08 MIM ‘13 started as chief business
officer at Zoominfo in August. Based in Vancouver,
Washington, the company provides business-tobusiness transactions.
Jan Underwood MA ’98 wrote her third novel, Fault
Lines, which was published in December 2021. The
book features three travelers who are on an existential
road trip when they are thrown together in the political
turmoil of Santa María, a South American nation.

OREGON’S ECONOMY
BY THE NUMBERS

The growth in Oregon’s median
household income in 2021

Sara Siestreem ’05 has joined Elizabeth Leach Gallery.
Siestreem, a multidisciplinary artist, also earned
the 2022 Forge Project Fellowship. The fellowship is
available to six Indigenous individuals.

The increase in Oregon’s average
wage since the start of the pandemic

LOSSES
Bruce Browne, music faculty emeritus; Gavin Bjork,
mathematical sciences professor emeritus; Rita Rose
Vistica, French professor emeritus. Read tributes at pdx.
edu/magazine/remembrances.
Email alum@pdx.edu with your alumni news.

Job openings available for every
unemployed Oregonian as of July 2022
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6 TIMELESS TRICKS
FOR CRAFTING
A TIGHTER
COMMUNITY
WHEN THE Portland Downtown Plan was
completed at the end of 1972 (see “The Plan
That Built Portland,” page 20), a pair of its most
interested parties, Earl Blumenauer and Ethan
Seltzer, worked with 49 other Portland men and
women to create a booklet entitled “50 Simple
Ways to Make Your Portland Better.” Today, the
booklet reads folksy and quaint, but much of the
advice still holds true,
especially in a time
when towns and cities
everywhere are facing
new challenges.
In the spirit of
making our Portland—and really any
neighborhood—better,
we’re reviving six of the
suggestions for creating
stronger communities
that still make sense 50
years later.
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1. VOTE: An especially timely reminder. Beyond voting, consider hosting your neighbors to discuss the issues or hear from a candidate. “Every vote counts in an election,
and yours—or your neighbor’s—may be the deciding vote.”

2. SHARE MORE THINGS: The sheer amount of stuff that Americans own creates barriers to community and contributes to a cycle of waste. Booklet authors suggest
making a neighborhood list of sharable resources or hosting a swap meet—kind of like
a garage sale, but where you exchange what you don’t need for what you do.
3. LOVE YOUR PUBLIC LIBRARY: Did you fall out of the habit of going to
the library during the pandemic shutdown? The booklet authors would like to remind
you that “the library deserves our use, our respect, and our support.”
4. EXPOSE YOURSELF TO MULTICULTURAL ART
(AND HISTORY): Even 1970s Portland was self-aware about its “abysmal record”

on honoring the diversity of other cultures. Now more than ever, there are many opportunities to learn about the traditions and hear the stories of those with backgrounds
different from your own. Read a book, take a class, go to a show or exhibition.

5. ENTERTAIN ON YOUR FRONT PORCH: “After World War II, the front
porch went out of style,” laments an entry in the booklet. “America moved to the suburbs and escaped to the backyard.” It’s something that profoundly changed, and often
limited, the way neighbors interacted. To encourage community, the authors suggest
building a front porch or front yard gathering spot and inviting over the neighbors, or
just taking your coffee out and being a part of your block’s morning routine.
6. START A PHONE TREE: In the age of Facebook, Nextdoor, and other social

media sites, the idea of a phone tree is pretty adorable, but whether it’s a group text or
an online chat, having the lines of communication open between you and your neighbors comes in handy for a variety of reasons from safety to swap meets, not to mention
getting the word out about your porch party. —CHRISTINA WILLIAMS

bookshelf
IT’S NOT FREE SPEECH: RACE, DEMOCRACY, AND
THE FUTURE OF ACADEMIC FREEDOM
Michael Bérubé and Jennifer Ruth, film faculty

JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY PRESS

Professors Bérubé (Penn State) and Ruth bring nuance and a novel perspective to the hot-button issue
of what speech is and isn’t acceptable on campus. As the title indicates, their analysis of academic
freedom sharply distinguishes it from the speech protections granted by the First Amendment.
Professors may enjoy special protections from professional sanction for what they say, but this
also comes with special responsibilities: the statements protected by academic freedom must
reflect academic expertise. One consequence, Ruth and Bérubé argue, is that professors can also
demonstrate incompetence through what they say. A law professor who promotes racist conspiracy
theories, for instance, might for that very reason be unfit to teach the law. Who decides the limits of
academic freedom? Often, it’s university administrations or state legislatures hastily responding to
media firestorms. The book advocates that this should instead be a function reserved for faculty acting
according to strict due process standards. Fittingly enough, It’s Not Free Speech probably contains
something for every reader to disagree with, but its thoughtful, creative treatment of a thorny topic is
welcome. —JOHN BEER, DIRECTOR OF CREATIVE WRITING

TEST DRIVE

Patrick McGinty MFA ’12
PROPELLER BOOKS

McGinty’s debut novel investigates
the gig economy and emergent new
technologies, centering on the story
of Pegs, a test driver of driverless cars
in a near-future Pittsburgh. McGinty
deftly welds his stylish sentences onto
a genre-powered chassis: as Pegs and
her mechanic comrades strip the cars
for extra cash, they enmesh themselves
in an increasingly suspenseful plot.

SCALE MODEL OF A
COUNTRY AT DAWN

A KID’S BOOK
ABOUT INCARCERATION

TELEMANN: 12 FANTASIAS
FOR VIOLIN SOLO

CIDER PRESS REVIEW

A KIDS COMPANY ABOUT

CENTAUR RECORDS

Personal pain and social dislocation
seep through the poems of Williams’
sixth collection, but the poet’s supple
syntax and gift for imagery provide
a continuous baseline of consolation.
Like the “rough little box built from my
bones” in the opening poem “The Gift,”
the work collected here weds elemental
simplicity with hard-won intimacy.

Social worker Thrower draws on his
own experience of incarceration to
help children understand this difficult
subject. Engagingly written and
attractively designed, the book invites
readers to explore their feelings about
loved ones who might be incarcerated,
to think about the impact of crime and
prison, and to reflect on the power of
choices in their lives.

Completed a few years after Bach’s
Sonatas and Partitas for solo violin,
Telemann’s 12 Fantasias offer a
similar, if more limited, panorama
of Baroque instrumental textures.
Cotik’s interpretations are technically
impeccable and elegant throughout,
insisting on the integrity of each
note while maintaining their intricate
interconnections. (For an upcoming
performance by Cotik, see page 11.)

John Sibley Williams MA ’11

Ethan Thrower ’09 MSW ’20

Tomás Cotik, music faculty
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looking back

LEFT: Teri Mariani (far right) spent 29 years as PSU’s softball head coach. RIGHT: As a PSU student,
she experienced firsthand the inequities in women’s athletics. Photos courtesy of Teri Mariani.

663 WINS AND STILL FIGHTING

“I swear that gal has green blood in her,” said Marlene Piper,
another university hall-of-famer who developed PSU’s women’s
volleyball program and coached the team from 1969 to 1983. “She
WHEN TERI MARIANI began her collegiate athletic career in the early 1970s, was just born-and-bred Portland.”
the training room had just one entrance—through the men’s locker room.
Piper would often need to teach fundamentals of the game to
Female athletes seeking treatment would need to meet in the lobby with a
players in the fledgling program. Mariani was a different kind of
trainer, who would place a paper bag over their head and lead them through. athlete, blending quickness and aggressiveness with a more develIt was another of the numerous inequities female athletes faced.
oped skillset. After Piper made Mariani a captain, the volleyball
“I think about that now and I think, ‘Why did you even put up with
team earned three consecutive national tournament berths and
that?’” said Mariani ’76, who played basketball, volleyball, and softball
two top-10 finishes.
at Portland State between 1970 and 1975. “At the time, we were just so
“Teri had that confidence in her skills and people really
excited to be having an opportunity to play. We didn’t look at comparisons responded to it on the court,” Piper said. “She did not like to lose.”
with the men’s sports and what they got.”
Halfway through Mariani’s time as a PSU student, collegiate
A lifelong Portlander who graduated from nearby St. Mary’s Academy,
women’s sports experienced an historic boost. Title IX, adopted in
Mariani would go on to become a 29-year PSU softball head coach and
1972, prohibited sex-based discrimination in education programs
compile a school-record 663 wins. In 1999, she was inducted into the
receiving federal funding. It legally obligated schools to provide
Portland State Athletics Hall of Fame.
more resources for female athletes. Still, changes would only take
Still a broadcaster for PSU women’s sports, Mariani has spent more than place gradually over the ensuing years.
a half-century on campus.
Mariani was hired as the softball team’s head coach immediately
after her graduation in fall 1976. She played professional softball
in California in the summers of 1976 through 1979, first in San
Bernardino and the final two seasons in San Jose.
At the beginning of Mariani’s head coaching tenure, the team
needed to wash cars to pay for travel. Mariani even helped maintain the landscaping at the softball field where the team played.
Mariani also juggled roles in the athletic department—including
stints as interim athletics director—while she was coaching.
“It was intentional to learn all the different jobs to give me
possible future job security,” Mariani said. “I always had this fear
that they might drop my sport at some point.”
Mariani eventually had opportunities at other schools, but
she stuck with PSU. “I love the university, I love the downtown
campus,” Mariani said. “And I just love the city of Portland.”
Mariani, now 70, said she is glad about the inequities Title IX
has remedied—like team travel budgets—but remains determined
to advance women’s sports in other areas, including media coverage. “My fear is that we’re going to sit back a little bit, because
there’s still so many things to fight for.” —JACK HEFFERNAN
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P R E S E N T E D B Y KO I N & T H E P S U F O U N D AT I O N B O A R D

Tune in for a special PSU showcase as we share stories of
innovation and inspiration from Portland State!

NOVEMBER 17, 2022, 7–8 p.m.
Watch on KOIN6, Portland CW and streaming online at koin.com
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STAY
CONNECTED.
GET
REWARDED.
Did you know that as a graduate of Portland State University you
are automatically a member of the PSU Alumni Association?
Unlock special benefits and discounts with your Alumni Card:

Invites to shop at the Nike,
adidas, and Columbia
employee stores

Special alumni
membership at the
Campus Rec Center

Deals and discounts across
the region including AAA
Oregon/Idaho

